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Let the Government Feed the Kicfsichiid Labor increasing 

U. S. After Defeat 
Amendment by 


YOUNG WORKERS LEAGUE DEMANDS 
THAT EXPLOITATION OF YOUTH 



R BE ABOLISHED 


The Young Workers League, American section of the Young 
Communist International, has issued a program for the fight 
against child labor. 

The program issued by the league presents the demands of 
the militant working class youth of America that child labor 
shall cease. 

The program demands equal wages for young and old work- 
ers, and full maintenance of all school children of workers and 
by the 

the ages of 10 and 15 years at work 
in agricultural, manfacturing, and min- 
ing occupations. That this number 
does not represent the actual number 
of child slaves is admitted even by 
the department of labor which points 
out that no statistics were gathered 
on children under the age of 10, that 
the census (1920) was taken during 
January when many farm slaves go 
to school, and that no account was 
taken of employment like home indus- 
trial work, after school work, boot 
blacking, messenger boys, newsboys, 
etc. The actual number of child-labor 
ei’S in this country may be more ac- 
curately guaged from a comparison ot 
tile discrepancy beitween the total 
amount of children in this countey 
and the total that attends school dur- 
ing the year. From this It can be seen 
that the correct figure would be near 
er to 3,500,000. This makes the prob- 
lem of child labor a most prominent 
one. The following gives a good es 
timation on the existing legislation 
legalizing the employment of children 
Fourteen states allow children to 
go to work without a common school 
education. 


poor farmers by the govern- 
ment. 

The anti-child labor program 
of the Young Workers League 
follows: 

T he child labor question is one that 
vitally concerns every young 
worker in the country both as a mem- 
ber of the working class and as an in- 
dividual. Child labor means that hun- 
dreds of thousands of future prole- 
tarian fighters are being driven into 
slavery that will drain them of their 
strength for the coming struggle. 
THE CAPITALIST STATE DENIES 
THE RIGHT O F PROLETARIAN 
CHILDREN TO HEALTH OR 
S iRCisGTH OR EDUCATION. - It 
looks upon the children of workers 
and poor farmers as a convenient sup- 
ply of cheap labor, to be exploited to 
the utmost, and to be used as a means 
for forcing down the wages of adult 
workers. It wants to train these chil 
dren as the wage-slaves and cannon 
■fodder of the future, and likes to get 
its hands on them and break them 
into submission at as early an age 
as possible. 

It is of no concern to the capitalist 
class if hundreds of thousands of its 
child slaves are sick and stunted and 
ignorant and crippled in body and 
mind. But we, who look upon the 
proletarian youth as the builders of 
the new society, must unite all our 
forces for the struggle against the 
degradation and enslavement of the 
children of the American workers. 


Program on Child Labor 


The congress last spring submitted 
to the states for ratification a twen- 
tieth amendment to the constitution 
which reads as follows: 

Section 1. — TI» congre.ss shall have 
power to limit, regulate and prohibi' 
the labor of persons under eighteen 
years of age. 

Section 2.- The power of the sev- 
eral states is unimpaired by this ar 
tide except the operation of state 
laws shall be suspended to the ex- 
tent necessary to give effect to leg- 
islation enacted by congress. 

This amendment was passed in the 
house on April 26, 19'24, by a vote of 
297 to 69. It was passed in the sen- 
ate on June 2 ,' by a vote of 61 to 23. 
To adopt the amendment thirty six 
states must ratify. In 1924, three 
I state legislatures have acted, Arkan- 
sas, Wisconsin, California, Arizona 
and several other states have ratified 
the amendment. 

According to the statistics issued 
by the federal department of labor 
and the United States census bureau 
there are 1,060,000 children between 



HCAKl-soti 


Nineteen states do not make physi- 
cal fitness for work a condition of em- 
ployment. 

Eleven states allow children under 
sixteen to work from nine to eleven 
(Continued on page 2) 


SOUTH CAROLINA CHILDREN 
GET EDUCATION IN MILLS 


South Carolina is a glaring ex- 
ample of how far child slavery can 
go under capitalism. The South 
Carolina legislature rejected the 
child labor amendment unanimously. 
The South Carolina legislature is 
dominated by the cotton mill own- 
ers and a short visit to the cotton 
mills will show why they registered 
such a unanimous vote. 

In the largest South Carolina 
cotton mills thousands of children 
of 10 and 12, claiming to be 14, are 
employed. Thousands more be- 
tween 14 and 18 are employed, all 
of these child slaves working for 
the longest possible number of 
hours daily. 

At the same session of the state 
legislature that went on record so 
unanimously for child slavery, 
$10,000,000 was voted for state ex- 
penses, part of the sum going for 
schools and part for roads. But 
with the amount of child labor exist- 
ing the schools are not very full 
and the improved roads are used 
more for the transportation of chil- 
dren to the factories that for going 
to and from school. 


ES FOR 

YOUNG WORKERS 
IN BOSTON STORE 

BOSSES CAUSE ARREST OF 
Y. W. L. GIRLS GIVING 
OUT LEAFLET 


BOSSES CONTINUE LAYOFFS 


V. S. NAVY RULING VIRGIN ISLANDS 

JAILS ANTI-IMPERIALIST EDITOR 


ST. THOMAS, Virgin Islands: — That the many reports concerning the 
rotten conditions of the natives on the Virgin Islands under the rule of the 
U. S. Navy have in no way been exaggerations is proved by the arrest 
Rotchild Francis, militant editor of The Emancipator on a charge of criminal 
libel. 

Francis is a member of the Island legislature, a position that does not 
give him much consideration when the Island is being run by the U. S. 
Navy for the American Imperialists. Francis is also president of the local 
American Federation of Labor and one of the leaders of the movement to 
abolsh the naval administration and obtain civil government for the Islands. 

At present the Governor of the Islands is a Captain in the U. S. Navy 
and Francis was convicted without jury trial by a Judge appointed by the 
"Governor” of the.lslands and is at present in jail serving 30 days. The 
only thing of which Francis is accused is of writing an article accus' .j. 
the police of lawless and brutal action. Attorney Thiele for the defandfe . 
established all the facts state in the alleged libelous article. The j 
sentence is being appealed. 


By A Young Boston Store 'Worker 

The conditions in the Boston 
Store are so bad that the bosses 
are afraid to have the young 
workers even think about do- 
ing something to improve them. 
The young workers that are or- 
ganized into the Boston Store nuc- 
leus (shop unit) of the Young 
Workers League have issued many 
bulletins calling upon the young 
Boston Store workers to get to- 
gether and fight for better condi- 
tions, but the bosses are so afraid 
that ‘the young workers here might 
organize that the other day they 
had to call the cops and ask them 
to arrest the members of the 
Young Workers League who were 
distributing a leaflet outside the 
store. 

More Layoffs. 

The company is continuing to 
lay off young workers and the 
result is that we are already be- 
ginning to feel the effects in lower 
pay. Instead of keeping the young 
workers regularly employed by 
giving us shorter hours when the 
Christmas rush is over, the Bos- 
ton Store bosses know that the 
way they can make the biggest 
profits is by the system of ruth- 
lessly hiring and firing; and by 
keeping those of us that work 
here all year around working long 
hours as well as overtime. 

The Department Store bosses 
made millions in profit during the 
Christmas rush, but instead of our 
getting any benefits from this 
wealth we produced thru long 
hours of overtime, we are all get- 
•^ing lower wages than ever now 
that the slack season is here. 

(Continued on page 3) 


PROCEDURE FOR CAMPAIGN 


The following immediate tasks are 
being emphasized as the best means 
of developing our child labor cam- 
paign: 

1. Increase your bundle order of 
the Young Worker and Young Com- 
rade. 

2. Make preparations for the sys- 
tematic distribution of the Young 
Worker and Young Comrade, to the 
factory workers as they come out of 
the gates after finishing work, trade 
union meetings. Workmen’s Circle 
and other working class fraternal 
organizations. 

3. Speakers of the local league 
must be sent to the various sympa- 
thetic organizations, such as the 
Workmen’s Circles, etc., also sympa- 
thetic unions, to speak to them on 
child labor and request them to order 
bundles of the Young Workdr and 
Young Comrade. 

4. Make extensive preparations to 
call mass meetings and work for the 
co-operation of other sympathetic 
organizations to issue calls for these 
meetings. Speakers of the league and 
party are to be invited to address 
these meetings. 

5. The juniors are to be mobilized 
to circulate the Young Comrade in 
the schools. 

6. Regular reports must be sent> 
into the national office on the develop- 
ment of this work. 

When the above tasks have been 
carried out systematically and per- 
sistently and sufficient agitation has 
been crated then we should work for 
the establishment of permanent child 
labor committees, with representa- 
tives from labor unions, youth argoni- 
zations, and working class fraternal 
organizations as well as poor farmer 
organizations. 

Fraternally. 

JOHN WILLIAMSON, 
National Secretary. 


D. L. CLARK 00. 
USES STATEMENT 
TO FOOL WORKERS 

YOUNG WORKERS RECOGN- 
IZE REAL ISSUES AND WISH 
TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS 


Y. W. L. PRESENTS DEMANDS 


ATTENTIDN Y. W. L MEMBERS 


A special merit stamp subscrip- 
tion blank is being sent to all mem- 
bers immediately. No member of 
the Young Workers’ League will be 
considered a member In good stand- 
ing until he has one of the stamps 
in his membership book which 
shows that he has obtained one sub- 
scription for the Weekly Young 
Worker. If you are not yet a sub- 
scriber yourself this should be 
easy. Otherwise send a year’s sub- 
scription to a friend or get another 
young worker to subscribe. 

All those members who oljtain 
this sub before IWarch the 1st will 
not only receive a stamp; but will 
be recognized at the membership 
meetings where they will be, pre- 
sented with one of the be^t stories 
by Jack London. 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. — THE 
YOUNG WORKER has received 
an answer from the D. L. Clark 
company which was greatly dis- 
turbed by the campaign of the 
Young Workers League and which 
doesn’t like to have the condi- 
tions in the plant exposed. Tho 
the letter was obviously written 
by the bosses, they got some of the 
young workers to sign it, prob- 
ably under fear of losing their 
jobs. This statement is 
only an attempt on part of 
the D. L. Clark bosses to hide the 
real issues from the young work- 
ers in the plant and to get them 
off on this minor issue. 

Bluff a Failure. 

However, The Young Worker 
and the Young Workers League 
is not going to be fooled by this 
attempt to sidestep the issue on 
the part of the D. L. Clark com- 
pany and is going to continue to 
expose the rotten conditions in the 
plant and to put forward con- 
crete demands which will make it 
possibleLor the young D. L. Clark 
company workers to improve their 
conditions. About all the letter 
tried to prove is that Mr. Stepni- 
ak on the fourth floor is a good 
fellow and that the D. L, Clark 
company is a growing concern. 

As to the company being a grow- 
ing concern, there is no disagree- 
ment. It ought to be growing and 
making bigger and bigger profits 
in view of the rotten conditions, 
long^ hours and low pay, that is the 
lot the young workers at 1). L. 
Clark’s. One way the company 
grows is by making the young 
workers slave 10 hours a day for 
(Continued on page 8) 



With the bosses mobilizing all 
of their forces to defeat the 
child labor amendment and the 
middle class supporters of the 
bill putting up only a weak, 
pacifist fight.for its ratification, 
the 20th amendment finds itself 
in a bad way. 

Temporarily defeated thru its 
rejection by more than thirteen 
of the forty-eight states, there 
is only one hope left for the 
child labor amendment. This 
hope lies in a militant and 
united fight on the part of the 
American workers, young and 
old, under the leadership of the 
Young Workers League and the 
Workers (Communist) Party. 
Only thru a united front of all 
American labor against child 
slavery, will the workers to able 
to force the passage of a rea: 
(not fake) child labor law. 

Campaign by Bosses. 

The organized campaign 
against the amendment sup- 
ported in the main by the textile 
magnates and the cotton mill 
owners, pi^oved second ^ lit suc- 
cess only to the recent elections 
campaign. Equally good 
‘.•scares” were provided. In 
Massachusetts, where a referen- 
dum vote was taken, the people 
were told that if they voted 
“yes” on election day, immedi- 
ately, starting the next day, 
their children would be pro- 
hibited from all “physical and 
mental” labor. In other states, 
manufacturers’ organizations 
and fake farmers’ organizations 
controlled by cotton mill own- 
ers, put up every scare imagin- 


MAKING MILLIONS OUT 
OF KIDS BOSSES WEEP 
FOR MORE SLAVES 


The following editorial expresses 
the real position of ths capitalist 
exploiters of children on th$ ques- 
tion of child labor. This editorial: 
“Crush the Twentieth Amendment,” 
appeared In the November issue of 
“Ceramic Industry,” the organ of 
the manufacturers of glass, enamel 
whiteware, refractory and allied 
products: 

“The amendment attacks one of 
the greatest institutions of our land, 
that of industrial liberty. It affects 
ceramic manufacturers so vitally 
because of the Vcist number of 
youthful persons employed. . . . 

“Boys are employed to do a con- 
siderable amount of work and to 
learn the trade in ceramic plants. 
If older men were to do this work 
the cost of production would un- 
doubtedly mount because of the 
higher wages it would be necessary 
to pay. . . , 

“It is safe to say that the pottery 
Industry would be forced to dismiss 
40 per cent of its labor should this 
amendment pass. . . . 

“Industry is already feeling the 
effect of immigration restrictions. 
To place this proposed amendment 
in force would simply aggravate a 
situation that is already difficult for 
manufacturers to meet.” 


able and spent millloAs of doU 
lars advertising the danger 
threatening the “poor children^ 
who would not “even be allowed 
to work around the house — or 
in the fields”- — ^if the bill wa^ 
passed. 

Not only has the child labor 
amendment been defeated as a 
result of the work of the organ- 
ized exploiters of children, but 
as a result a lowering of the 
standard in state child labor 
laws is taking place in many of 
those states where they were 
successfully defeating the bill. 

Furthermore, child labor is 
increasing on a tremendous 
scale thruout the country. With 
restricted immigration there is 
a greater demand than ever for 
cheap labor in America, and this 
;Iemand is being filled out of the 
ranks of the working class chil- 
dren, more and more of whom 
are being daily dragged from 
homes and schools to be ex- 
ploited in factories, mills and 
mines. 

This is the Situatlcn-cixc,.. ,* 
find today In the fight againsi^, 
child labor: ^ 

The amendment is still pend- 
ing until ratified. It has tem- 
porarily been defeated by the 
vote of more than 13 states. 
However, these states can be 
forced to reconsider, if strong 
enough pressed. 

The middle class leaders of 
the movement at present will 
never do this. Owen Jl. Love- 
joy and others at the head of 
the National Child Labor Com- 
mittee, even if they could win 
the fight, would only demand a 
weak federal law such as the 
inadequate child labor laws 
already existing in many states.. 

The working class, if it will 
put up an organized fight 
against child labor not only cart 
save tlie amendment but can 
see that when the federal gov- 
ernment is given the power ta 
pass a national child labor la'W^ 
no fake measure is passed. 
If all the workers will join the 
united front campaign of the 
Young Workers League and the 
Workers (Communist) Party, 
against child labor, they can de- 
mand government maintenancej 
of working class children and 
see that child labor in America, 
(and the system producing it 
is abolished for good and all. 

EMPLOYERS FIGHT 

CHILD AMENDMENt 


PHILADELPHIA.—The Phila 
delphia Textile Manufacturers Ash 
sociation, is mailing its member^ 
a draft of its objections to tlid 
child labor amendment. With the 
anti-amendment propaganda is e 
list of the seiitators and repres 
entatives from Philadelphia- 


AUSTRALIAN WATERSIDE WORKERS 

WIN GREAT VICTORY OVER BOSSES 


SYDNEY, Australia. — The Waterside Workers Federation has force«( 
the shipowners to throw the non-unionists out of their jobs and employ 
only the union labor supplied by the federation. This victory of the water* 
side workers came after a fight of several weeks and was the result of th4 
wonderful solidarity showed by the workers who did not allow one scab 
to All their place and Anally forced the employers to call a conference and 
after after two days of haggling to give in to the workers! demands. 

Of the 49 branches of the Waterside Workers Federation all obeyed 
the strike call and not one unionist scabbed. In some cases the port4 
were completely closed and steamers forced to stop calling during the strike. 
Coastal shipping was not affected as these vessels always employ unior<? 
labor. The fight was against the overseas shipping companies which so* 
up an agency for engaging non-union labor to break the federation. As $ 
result of the strike the agency has been abolished and the strike breaker^ 
have been removed from the waterfront. 


THE “WEEKLY” STARTS WITH THE NEXT ISSUE! A SPECIAL 61>AGE EDITION! SEND IN THOSE BONDIE ORDE 
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A EW PHASE OF GUR 
COREESFOliERGE ACTIVITY 


BY NATALIE GOMEZ. 

This soctiorv which for the 
first time appears in its present 
for min The Young Worker wi!! 
be a premanent feature and will 
appear in every issue... It will 
contain letters from nuclei from 
all over the country and letters 
from nuclei abroad. At this time 
when our nuclei activity is in- 
creasing every day and when we 
see new nuclei being organized 
in almost every section of the 
country an important question 
comes to our minds^ — how to 
keep these nuclei In close con- 
tact thruput the whole country, 
how to make it possible for 
nuclei in one city to learn and 
profit from the experience of 
nuclei in another? In the past 
we have had the experience that 
nuclei are to a certain extent 
isolated, comrades often know 
little of the activities of a nu- 
cleus in their own city and as 
far as other cities are concern- 
ed, they have no idea of how the 
work is carried on and what 
results are being accomplished. 
True, we have a good portion 
of our press devoted to nuclei 
problems, but usually the sub 
ject is treated from the theoret- 
ical and educational points of 
view, little being said about the 
actual work of nuclei In shops 
and mines. It would be impos- 
sible for us to be well acquaint- 
ed with the life of our nuclei 
under the present system of 
contact, that is, the national 
office being the only unit that 
gets connections and communi- 
cation from the various nuclei 
thruout the country. That is 
why this section is being start- 
ed. Here we will publish all 
letters describing the work and 
life of nuclei as well as letters 
from abroad and letters from 
comrades in different industries, 
those that are not yet organ- 
ized in nuclei. We want to 
know the conditions under 
which the young workers work 
all over the country, we want 
. " their activities in and 
outside the league and their 
efforts in behalf of the league. 
Th© c!'J “On the Job” section 
will be abolished but in its stead 
this section, “Young Workers’ 
Correspondence” is being start- 
ed. The advantage of the cor- 
respondence being carried on 
thru this section v/i!l very soon 
be evident. We will soon have 
a systematic organization of 
young correspondents thruout 
the whole country sending jn 
letters and short articles and 
news items. The Young Worker 
as well as the whole league will 
profit by it in education, Inter- 


esting reading matter and prac- 
tical experience. 

In Europe the Young Com- 
munist League are in constant 
touch with each other thru no 
other means than International 
Nuclei Correspondence. In the 
United States, however, we find 
that not only do our leagues 
have no connections with the 
European (and in particular 
the Russian) leagues, but that 
they do not even correspond 
with each other. The national 
and international correspond- 
ence is now going to be a living, 
live issue in the American 
league. 

Our correspondence activity 
has just started and already we 
see several nuclei and league 
taking up the work with enthu- 
siasm. In Chicago and Pitts- 
burgh the nuclei are setting a 
whole meeting aside in order to 
discuss the letter of instructions 
sent out by the international 
nuclei correspondence director. 
Letters are already coming in 
and in this issue we are giving 
the first ones. 

The way to proceed with this 
work is as follows: Every nu- 
cleus should have a meeting at 
which a comrade or committee 
should be elected to take care of 
the correspondence. The com- 
mittee should at once gather 
material that would be of inter- 
est to our comrades abroad and 
at home. Every phase of nuclei 
work represents such mateflal. 
Work Inside the factory various 
experiences on the job and re- 
sults accomplished as well as 
conditions in the industry and 
factory, all this should find 
place in a letter. After sufficient 
material has been gathered, a 
letter should be immediately 
sent to our national office. 
Every nucleus will be then con- 
nected with a nucleus in Russia 
or some other European coun- 
try. The Russian comrades are 
extremely anxious to establish 
connections with our nuclei and 
as soon as they receive a letter 
they will answer it and perma- 
nent connections will be estab- 
lished. There is no doubt as to 
the value of such connections. 
The Russian corhrades who 
have gone thru the experience 
of a revolution and who are 
completely organized on the 
shop nuclei basis will be source 
of valuable education to our 
comrades. 

Letters will be published in 
the Young Worker and In this 
manner we will be able to es- 
tablish connections with each 
other and with the other coun- 
tries. We will make this sec- 
tion the expression of the life of 
our nuclei and enable every 
comrade to acquaint hinrself 
with the actual work of our 
comrades in shops and mines. 



Ecommk Characteristics of Capitalist Society 


Lesson No. 3. 

The previous lesson showed 
tis how the economic system of 
societj’ has passed thru many 
clianges until it has become the 
present capitalist system under 
which v/e live today. We must 
now find out how this presec, t 
system differs from the systems 
of the past, and the system of 
the Communism of the. future. 

We already know tliat, first, 
under this society we work for 
wages — that is, we sell our labor 
power for a given amount. We 
are not Ircpt quite as the slaves 
were or made to wofit a certain 
number of days without pay ts 
the serfs, but we, too, are 
robbed - of the product of our 
toil. Second, v;e know that the 
articles, or commodities, that 
we make in the factories are 
sold in the stores, etc. . . . that 
;is, in the “market.” Third, we 
know that we do not own the 
'■’'^tories where we work, but 
that these are owned by the 
capitalist class. These, then, 
are the three things which dis- 
tinguish the present economic 
system: v^age-labor, commodity 
production, and the monopoly 
of the rnachTVies of production. 

We also wish to know how 
the system works and especially 
we want to be able to tell our 
shopmates how it Is that those 
who work make only a bare liv- 


ing while the capitalists live in 
idleness, and get richer and 
richer. In other words, we must 
find out how profits are made. 

We know from experience 
that the price of an article de- 
I pends on the aniount of labor 
I that it takes to make it. If an 
i article takes a great deal of 
labor time to make it, its price 
v/iil be high. The amount of 
work put into the article or 
commodity includes, of course, 
the work put into the raw ma- 
terials and into the machinery 
with which the goods are manu- 
factured. W© say then that th© 
amount of socially necessary 
labor of average skill determines 
the value of an article. The 
price of an article (the money 
which we must pay for it) altho 
it may go above or below a 
little, stays near its value, and 
in the long run is the same as 
its value. 

Now the capitalist hires men 
to work for him. In doing this 
he buys labor power. He buys 
this at its value, for labor power 
is also a commodity and its 
value is therefore determined 
by the labor time that is neces- 
sary to furnish the worker the 
bare necessities of life, that will 
keep him working and bringing 
up children to take his place. 

When the goods are produced 
by labor power, the capitalist 




PITTSBUReH COMRADES BUSY 
IN BIG OLOTHiS FACTORY 


HAVE A FUNCTIONING NU- 
CLES CARRYING ON REAL 
WORK AND ISSUING 
DEMANDS 


Our comrades in Pittsburgh 
have something to be really 
proud of. They have a well or- 
ganized, well functioning nu- 
cleus in one of the most import- 
ant industries — the clothing in- 
dustry. And no sooner did the 
communication go out with the 
instructions on nuclei corre- 
spondence that we received a 
letter from Pittsburgh comrades 
proving that the nucleus is very 
much alive. In this instance 
the letter was not meant for 
international correspondence, 
but it give so much interesting 
information about the condi- 
tions in the factory and the 
work of our comrades in the 
nucleus, that it well deserves 
space in this section. (For ob- 
vious reason we are not men- 
tioning the name of the com- 
rades, nor the factory.) Here 
is, for instance, the activity of 
our comrades in their local 
union: 

“We have about 500 members 
in our local, we pay 85c a month 
dues and are entitled to death 
benefit; but there Is no sick 
benefit for us. Meetings are 
held once a month but no mem- 
bers except the members of our 
nucleus attend them. The work- 
ers speak about our union as 
about a “thing” they can’t get 
rid of. They pay their dues bo- 
cause they are forced to do so. 
The boss usually says; ‘I am the 
union; I can do whatever I 
please.” and he proves it by ac- 
tion. We sign our agreement 
once a year — in May or in June. 
A member of the national ex- 
ecutive committee usually 
comes to settle with the bosses. 
In the next letter I will tell you 
how our scale was signed last 
year. Our business agent is the 
only paid officer.” 

Conditions in the Shop. 

The work of each nucleus, re- 
gardless of where it is situated, 
is, first of all, to know thoroly 
the conditions under which 
young workers in their shop 
work. The nucleus must ac- 
quaint itself with each phase of 
the life of the workers as only 
in this manner will it be able to 
fight their struggle and win 
their sympathy. Our comrades 
in Pittsburgh understand this 
well. The following picture of 
their shop is a very vivid one: 

“Our shop has three floors 
(besides the office). Each floor 
has its own forelady. There 
are about 100 workers in the 
whole shop, the majority of 


sells them at their value. How, 
then, can he make a profit? If 
he buys at its value, and sells 
his product at its value, where 
does he gain anything? I 

This is the way it is done. 
The worker is paid the value of 
his labor power which depends 
on the labor time it takes to 
support him in the bare neces- 
sities of life, and it does not de- 
pend upon the amount or wf'rk 
he does. So when he goes to 
work, he produces enough to pay 
his wages in a few hours, and 
then he goes on working to com- 
plete his 8 or 10 hours. The 
product of the surplus hours 
over the time necessary to pro- 
duce his wages is the profit of 
the capitalist. (It must be un- 
derstood that when we speak of 
the worker we mean also the 
worker who produces the raw 
materials and the machineiT.) 

We see then that the profit of 
the bosses is made by the un- 
paid labor time of the worker. 
If he were paid for what he did 
the boss could never get rich. 
As it is, the more workers the 
boss has that he can use pro- 
ductively, the richer he gets. 

The profits, or surplus value 
as we call it (since it is made 
by the worker during his sur- 
plus hours of work, is partially 
used by the capitalist in ex- 
travagant living and partly for 
buying machinery and hiring 
men to produce more goods. 
Wealth used in this way to pro 
duce more goods is called capi- 
tal. The name “Capitalist” 
comes from the fact that the 
owners of industry accumulate 
greater and greater amounts of 
capital thru the production of 
surplus value by the workers. 
As capital is reinvested, the 
workers are continually adding 
to it and it grows liko a huge 
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In order that this correspondence 
section may be a success, we must 
establish an organized army of cor- 
respondents. This means that every 
branch, every nucleus, in fact every 
unit of the League must take it up 
and see that comrades are appointed 
to take it up and see that comrades 
are appointed to take care of corres- 
pondence. Remember, every letter 
that contains news and stories of 
the w&rk and struglles of our com- 
rades in shops, mines and offices, whe- 
ther organized in nuclei or not, can be 
used in this section. Every letter from 
nuclei that contains interesting infor- 
mation will be sent to nuclei in Russia 
or Germany. 

All letters and stories of shop and 
mine conditions and the work of our 
comrades should be sent to the Inter- 
national Correspondence Director, 
Comrade Natalie Gomoz, c. o. Y. 'W. L. 
1113 W. Washington Blivd., Chicago, 
111 . 


whom are women. Cutters and 
some of the pressors are the 
only men v/orking in our fac- 
tory. There is a shop chairlady 
but no shop committees. One 
of the bosses is usually in th 
?hop, the others stay in th, 
effice. The shops are divide- 
into sections. The biggest sec- 
don has seven or ten girls, the 
smallest one girl. If the girls 
nf one section have a fight with 
the boss, no girl of the other 
section Is allowed to take part. 
We are all piece workers. We 
work 40 or 44 hours a week 
when it is busy and less than 
this when it Is slow. No over- 
time. There is no discrimina- 
tion against young wo:dcers. 

There Is No Solidarity, 

“The main trouble in our shop 
is that the girls usually fight 
each other. For example, there 
ar etwo kinds of work, one is 
better than the other. If there 
is one bundle of the bad work 
left and nevt comes good work, 
the girls usually work slow in 
order that the other girls shad 
take the last bundle. Some- 
times all girls of one section 
hold back their work and then 
they start to fight. Very often 
the forelady must settle the dis- 
pute. When they have to de- 
mand something from the boss, 
they usually do it in such a 
manner; one or two girls of that 
section go over to the boss, the 
rest of the girls remaining at 
vyork. The boss usuaHy says: 
‘If you are not satisfied, go 
home. Don’t you see, the other 
gorls are satisfied!” 

The Work of the Nucleus. 

When a nucleus has analyzed 
carefully the conditions in the 
shop and understands the needy 
and troubles of the workers, tho 
next thing to do is to issic; 
such demands as vdll answer 


the needs and win over the 
young., workers., to., fight., for 
them. By thoroly knowing the 
situation and conducting such 
propaganda as will meet with 
the ready response from the 
more militant workers in the 
shop, the nucleus will be able 
to gain influence and prove to 
the workers that our comrades 
are always in the forefront of 
the class struggle. Our com- 
rades in Pittsburgh have made 
a good start. The slogans they 
have issued are immediate and 
urging and are bound to bring 
results and new members for 
the nucleus. This is some of the 
work they are carrying on in 
the shop : 

“Our nucleus was organized 
a few months ago. At the first 
meelings our nucleus members 
and a few active members of 
the league read and discussed 
Gyptner’s ‘From Isolation to the 
Masses.’ After this Vi/e discuss- 
ed the problems of our shop and 
of our union. 

“Occasionally some members 
of the nucleus work in different 
sections on the same floor. We 
sscided that each comrade must 
jccome a -cader in her section. 
We also decided to use the fol- 
lowing slogans: 

“1. Girls, don’t fight each 
other; unite and fight the boss, 

“2. Don’t let the boss hire 
new girls if there is not enough 
work for you. 

“3. Go home if there is no 
work for you; don't waste your 
time in the shop. 

“4. There is no difference be- 
tween nationalities. 

“5. The workers form the 
union, not the officials — attend 
the union meetings and find out 
what is going on. 

“We do not tell the workers 
outright that we intend to be- 
come the leaders of the shop 
and the union, nevertheless we 
were successful in some of our 
fights.” 

The comrades in Pittsburgh 
are carrying on important work 
and they promise to let us know 
from time to time how they are 
progressing. They ask in tutm 
of all you comrades, to write to 
this section and let them know 
of your activities, of your strug- 
gles and results. Who will be 
the first ones to answer this 
letter with an equally good one 
or even better? 


A ^¥/eekly^ by the First 



snov/ball. The whole aim of 
the capitalist system is the pro- 
duction of profits for the capi- 
talists. From this come all the 
miseries that we spoke of in 
our first lesson. What we want, 
therefore, is to change the sys- 
tem to one where the workers 
will not have to produce v/ealth 
for someone else, but where we 
will be paid in full four our 
labor-time. 

As most of us know it was 
Karl Marx who first made a 
complete study of the capitalist 
system. Every young worker 
will some time want to read his 
great work "called “Capital.” 
For the short explanation of tho 
capitalist system, read the “A B 
G of Communism, by Bucharin, 
Chapter 1. 

Questions. 

1. In what three ways does 
■'.he capitalist system differ from 
previous economic system? 

2. Why are some articles on 
the market sold higher than 
others? 

3. Name some of the things 
to be taken into account when 
determining the value of the 
labor-power of workers? 

4. How are profits made? 

6. Make up a simple illustra- 
tion of the way profits are made 
in a certain shop? 

6. What is capital? 

7. Can you tell anything 
about the surplus value the 
owner of the shops where you 
are employed, has taken from 
the workers? 


Send In That Sub Today 


A ^Weekly^ by the First 


Child Labor Program 


(Continued from page 1) 
hours a day; one state does not regu- 
late in any way daily hours of labor 
of children. 

Four states Go not protect children 
under sixteen from night work. 

The child labor laws passed by the 
congress were declared unconstitution- 
al by the supreme court. Since then 
child labor has increased by leans and 
bounds. The twentieth amendment 
[must go thru a long winded method 
I of endorsements by state legislatures 
13 of which are enough to kill it. 
There are at least 13 states where 
c.bild labor forms one of the source; 
of big profits for important industries 
and as these industries control the 
slate legislatures, this v/ould assun 
the failure of the amendment’s rati 
hcation. Even with the ratification 
of the twentieth amendment, the ques 
tion of child labor would still have t( 
be solved. Under capitalism the gain 
ful eniployment of child Labor will 
continue to exist. With the aid of 
t-ochriicai machinevy, child labor is 
able to produce as much as adult ir 
many ir.diistrics and this is accelor 
atiug the utilization of child labor 
The child, due to his limited experi 
ence is paid less for his labor and thi; 
offers a means for the lowering of the 
wages of the whole working class. 
No amendment prohibiting the em- 
ployment of children under 18 can 
remedy a situation of this kind. If 
p'rofits are to be wrung from the la- 
bor of proletarian children, then cap- 
italism will continue their employ- 
ment. We work for the ratification of 
the amendment in conjunction with, 
our broader demands, knowing that 
real protection of children can only 
be given when the working class taker 
political power. 


Our Program 

We demand the complete abolition 
of child labor and the substitution oi 
the Communist vocational training 
(the work school), child labor being 
considered up to tbe age ot 16. Our de- 
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PROSRAM OF WORK OUILINED BY 
CHiCASO LEAGUE CONVENIION 


The recent city convention of 
the Chicago League went on rec- 
ord almost unanimously for the 
Program of Action presented by 
the old City Executive Commit- 
tee and elected a new C. E. C. 
for Chicago consisting of those 
comrades who have been most ac- 
tive in League Avork.' 

This convention of the Chica- 
go League was confrontd Avith 
greater tasks than ever before, 
and the delegates showed a real 
desire upon the part of the mem- 
bers to get down to Avork imme 
diateiy and expressed an impa- 
tience Avith any factionalist at- 
tempts on the part of a few com- 
rades to disrupt Avork in the fu- 
ture. The convention recognized 
the great aid given the Chicago 
League by the N. E. C. Avhich 
made it possible for Chicago to 
be the first League to reorganize 
and passed a resolution support- 
ing the N. E. C., calling for closer 
co-operation both with the N. E. 
G. and the City Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The convention was held at the 
close of the party discussion and 
the following political statement, 
presented to the convention by 
the C. E. C., was accepted prac-i 
tically unanimously by the con- 
vention, the vote being 25 to 6: 

“The Young Workers League 
took an active part in the recent 
Party discussion and murt con- 
tinue to take an uncompromis- 
ing stand against all right wing 
digressions and opportunistic 
deviations, as has been the role 
of all Young Communist 
Leagues thruout the Interna- 
tional. . . 

“Since the League is political- 
ly subordinate to the Party, it 
will only gain the necessary po- 
litical education thru closer 
participation in the Party life 
and in the tactical and political 
problems of the Party. 

“The discussion served to clar- 
ify the conception of our mem- 
bership as to the role of the 
Communist Party and as to the 
relation of the League to the 
Party. Now that the discussion 


is over, our membership is polit 
ically strengthened and in a po 
sition to go forward as a singh 
unit to every greater achieve 
ments under the leadership o 
the N. E. C. and the Y, C. I.” 

A resolution Avas also pas8e( 
with equal unanimity endorsinj 
the position of the National Ex 
ecutive Committee of the League 
in its support of the Central Ex 
eccutive Committee of the Work 
ers Party in their major politica 
policy. 

This was the first conventior 
of the Chicago League since it.‘ 
reorganization^ so naturally t 
large portion of the conventior 
was taken iqr Avith a discussion o: 
shop nuclei activity. As a resuh 
of the reo]‘gauization a great in 
crease in activity for the League 
as a Avholo Avas registered at th( 
convention, and this increased ac 
tivity dc:nonstrated that thosi 
tew members Avho had droppec 
out of the League because of op 
position to shop nuclei activity 
have been of little loss to the or 
ganization. 

The importance of intensify- 
ing our economic trade union 
activity Avas stressed as well as 
the danger of remaining toe 
long in the transition stage thru 
failure to organize sufficient 
shop nuclei. The latter problem, 
that of complete reorganization 
into shop nuclei was the biggest 
one confronting the delegates. 

The following comrades were 
elected as the new City Execu- 
tive Committee for Chicago: 

Valeria Meltz— — City Organiz- 
er. 

Natalie Gomez — Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

John Harvey— Industrial Or- 
ganizer. 

Peter Herd — Educational Di- 
rector. 

John Hecker — Literature 
Agent. 

Gilbert Greenberg — Junior 
Director. 

Abe Harris — Sport Director. 

A1 Meltz— Social Director. 

for a Leninist League! 


mand for the abolition of child labo 
.and the institution of the work schoo’ 
differs from the demand for the abol 
ition of child labor and the institution 
of vocational education made by the 
Consumers’ League, National Child 
Labor Committee and various report? 
by the Children’s Bureau, U. S. de- 
partment of labor, in that the latter 
have in mind the abolition of child 
labor because they represent the big- 
ger machine industry which require; 
able workers in opposition to the in 
terests of primitive industries such 
as cannery, cotton picking and the 
like. They see that the exhaustion c 
children during youth produces un 
satisfactory adult , wage slaves and 
also that wage earning power and 
satisfaction are increased with skill. 

We demand the training of childrer 
so they may be better fitted for socia' 
life. Our fundamental demands, al 
tho we put them forward for agitation 
al and propaganda purposes canno' 
be realized in the framework of cap 
italist society. We must, therefore 
carry on a campaign for the ameliora 
tion of the conditions of the chib 
slaves, in the process of which th' 
Young Workers’ League, and the Jur 
ior Section shall participate togethi 
with the Workers Party and gain mon 
influence and numbers. 

Our immediate demands must nat 
urally be more drastic and fundarneri 
tal than those advocated by the ‘‘en 
lightened” bourgeoisie and the conser 
vativo trade unions. On the follov.hng 
, demands we can secure the adherence 
of the large masses since they are ) 
based on the joint needs of the adul 
and young workers of the countr:, 
which all can feel: 

1. Limitation of the young worker 
day to a maximum of four hours with 
no overtime or night work, or labor in 
dangerous industries. 


follows; Literature and press, pub- 
licity agitation for our demands and 
organization. 

Organization. 

1. To issue joint call with Work- 
ers Party for local united front 
conferences to combat exploitation of 
child labor, these conferences to con- 
sist of organizations of workers and 
poor farmers. 

2. Special efforts to be made to 
draw into these conferences organiza- 
tions of working class youth, working 
class Avomen’s organizations and or- 
ganizations of poor farmers. 

3. A call for these conferences 
should be issued by the local organiza- 
tions in conjunction with the Workers' 
Party including also sympathetic la- 
bor organizations. 

4. The date of issuing call for the 
conferences will depend upon whether 
there has been sufficient agitation 
carried on in favor of such a cam 
paign. We must guard against pre- 
iuature calling of such conferences. 

5. The National Executive Commit- 
tee must be kept informed regularlj 
>y weekly reports on the development 
of the campaign in each locality. 

Doty of Press. 

1. The Young Worker, the Young 
Comrade in co-operation with the 
DAILY WORKER systematically car- 
ry news, agitation articles, and editor- 
ials. 

2. Leafliets shall be issued on spec» 
al phases of the work. 

3. We must popularize our de 
mands as outlined in this policy an< 
critize the child labor amendment iw 
the li£s'ht of our demands. 

4. Start displaying every news 


young and old. 

3. Strict supervision of apprentice- 
ship solely by tho trarie unions. 

4. Or.ganizstion of the children in- 
to the labor unions. 

5. Compel tho state legislature to 
immediately ratify the child labor 
amendment to the constitution. 

6. Compel tho state and federal 
legislatures to pass a law providing 
for full government maintenance of 
all school children of workers and 
poor farmers ’ without which a child 
labor law is useless. The funds for this 
purpose to come from special taxes on 
high Incomes. 


The Campaign 


We don’t rely upon the lobbying of 
th© legislative committees of the Gom- 
pars’ machine; or upon the C. P. P. A. 
and LaPollette. We must organize 
the strength of the workers in a unit- 
ed front to fight for these demands 
and get their support for the Young 
Workers League and the Workers 
Party. The eampalga hs <Mvided as 


Item bearing on child labor. 


The Junior Groups 


’rhe .lunlor Groups must be drawn 
actively into this campaign. This of- 
fers the opportunity for them to gain 
membership, giving them also a great- 
er proletarian orientation, by having 
them participate in this phase of the 
class strugle. In localities where 
child labor is employed, efforts must 
be made thru the distribution of the 
Young Comrade to establish connec. 
tions with the children. Their organ- 
ization into nuclei will then be pos 
sible and its realization will mean the 
carrying of our campaign by and 
among the children themselves. 


Put Labor on Record 


The resolution will be sent to eaeh 
unit giving expression to our policy 
in thi^ campaign, to be proposed to 
all labor unions. This resolution to be 
introduced when sufficient agitation 
has prepared the ground for such mm 
tion. 
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Send in All Money 

Has your branch turned in all money on the Weekly 
Young Worker campaign fund? We are still way short of 
the $2,000 — and now that we have decided to start publica- 
tion of the Weekly on March 1st It is absuletly necessary 
that you turn in every cent that you owe the National Office 
Immediately — be sure that you finish raising your quota and 
do everything possible t orush in all possible money before 
the first of March. 

The next big job before us is SUBSCRPTIONS and we 
must clear the decks for action in the subscription cam- 
paign by cleaning up all of our old debts on the WEEKLY 
YOUNK WORKER CAMPAIGN FUND. 




A SHORT 


and we are still ^^shorV^ 

}jUR better judgment tells as NOT to print the Weekly Young 
Worker on 

MARCH 1st 

^UT if the Y. ly. L. is to grow we MUST have it! So on that 

I 

date we begin publication of the Weekly! But it can't live 



TH 


10,000 Subscribers 

A paper cannot live without subscriptions! The Weekly 
Young Worker will not be safe until we have 10,000 subscrib- 
ers. If every member of the Young Workers’ League obtains 
ONE SUBSCRIPTION for the Weekly Young Worker we will 
have more than 10,000 subscribers. 

This should be easy. If you already are a subscriber you 
can send a year’s subscription to a friend — or you can obtain 
a sub from a shop mate. Since we are sure that every league 
member CAN obtain at least one sub—no member of the 
league will be considered in good standing until he has the 
MERIT STAMP in his membership book (this stamp will be 
sent by The Young Worker direct to members sending in 
subs.) All those obtaining a sub before March 1st will re- 
ceive recognition of their good work at the MASS MEET- 
INGS February 28th and March 1st; where they will be pre- 
sented with a book — one of Jack London’s very best prole- 
tarian stories. 


Lower Wages for I 
Boston Store l^orfeers 

(Continued from page 1) 

All the clerks at the Boston 
Store (except the grocery clerks) 
are on commission. This means 
that most of the girls get only $3 
regularly, the rest depending on 
their amount of sales. During the 
period from January to April 
these sales are very low, and the 
result is that during this period 
many of the young workers make 
no more than $5 and $6 a week. 
This ‘large” pay is given in return 
for working from 8 ;30 to 5 ;30 and 
all Saturday afternon. In this 
way the company keeps their pro- 
fits up during the slack season, 
all the loss being taken out of 
our hides. 

The bosses know that the way 
they can make the biggest profits 
is by rushing us long hours over- 
time and speeding us up during 
the Christmas rush and then lay- 
ing us off and lowering our wages 
during the slack season. Then 
starting in the spring they begin 
hiring again, thus keeping us all 
working at a beginners wage. 

Not only are they laying us off 
and lowering our wages even fur- 
ther below the living level; but 
another thing they are doing to 
keep our wage down, is transfer- 
ing from table to table and depart- 
ment to department, keeping us 
working at new jobs so that our 
commisions will be lower. Also, 
in order to get rid of the old em- 
ployees Avho are getting higher 
Avages, they change them from 
work they have been accustomed 
to into some obscure department 
where they make so little money 
that they are forced to quit. Of 
course it is unnecessary to say 
that these old employes are re- 
placed by green slaves Avho work 
for a much loAver wage. 

But the young Avorkers at the 
Boston Store know that this sys- 
tem of hiring and firing and cut- 
ting Avages is absolutely unneces- 
sary and that if the company 
wanted to they cotild keep us all 
regularly employed; as Avell as 
give us shorter hours, higher pay 
and less overtime. 

Many of the young workers 
in the Boston Store who realize 
Avhat their conditions are and see 
them becoming daily worse, are 
joining with those young workers 
organized into the Boston Store 
nucleus (shop unit) of the Young 
Workers League and fighting Avith 
them for the following demands : 

1. No Layoffs — instead, shorter 
working hours, Saturday after- 
noons off! 

2. A REGULAR WEEKLY 
MJNIMNM WAGE ranging up- 
ward from the living level as 
well as commission 1 

3. Double pay for overtime! 


For Leninism! Against Trotzkyism! 


The following statement by 
the execuitve committee of the 
Young Communist International 
gives a keen analysis of Com- 
rade Trotzky’s factional activi- 
ties in the Russian Communist 
Party and not only points out 
his breach of discipline in re- 
opening the party discussion but 
shows, by tracing his activities 
over a long period of time in the 
Russian party, that his position 
within the party has been in 
contradiction to the true Lenin- 
ist position. 

I. The New Factional Attack 
of Comrade Trotsky. 

The recent behavior of Com- 
rade Trotzky is not merely of 
Russian, but also of tremendous 
international significance. First- 
ly, to the extent that the Rus- 
sian party is the leading party 
of the Comintern, its further de- 
velopment determines to a great 
extent the fate of international 
Communism; secondly, Com- 
rade Trotzky’s outbreak brought 
forth for discussion a number 
of fundamental problems of the 
international Communist move- 
ment. In view of this, the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Y. C. I. 
considers it indispensable to 
elucidate briefly for all its sec- 
tions, the meaning and signifi- 
cance of the conflicts which are 
taking place at present within 
the Russian party. 

The present outbreak of 
Comrade Trotzky is a direct 
continuation of the party dis- 
cussion of last year and is com- 
prehensible only in connection 
with the latter. In the former 
discussion, the opposition, under 
the leadership of Comrade 
Trotzky, carried on an attack, 
as far as internal party ques- 
tions were concerned, along the 
following main lines: 

1. The Trotzkyites tried to 
effect a “restratification” of the 
party apparatus, i. e., that the 
present party leaders among 
whom the old Leninists consti- 
tute the nucleus, should be 
changed and dismissed from 
positions in the central commit- 
tee and at the periphery. 

2. Trotzky and his followers 
attempted to set the party youth 
against the old guard and to 

4. Four Aveeks annual vacation 
with pay! 

5. We demand the right to or- 
ganize into a union (Retail Clerks 
International is the union for all 
department store workers.) 

6. Demand right to call a meet- 
ing of all workers employed in the 
Boston Store to discuss these is- 


knock their heads together. For l 
this purpose Trotzky, without a 
shadow of p»roof, alluded to the 
possibility of an opportunist 
metamorphosis of the “Old 
Guard” and began to play off 
the youth, setting them up, 
especially that section of the 
youth attending the universities, 
as the “Barometer” of the party. 

3. The Trotzkyites insisted on 
the right to build factions and 
groups, i. e., they tried to alter 
Lenin’s resolution adopted at 
the Tenth Party Congress for- 
bidding factions and groupings 
within the party. 

4. Trotzky did not steer 
among the proletarian sections 
of the party but among its petty 
bourgeois sections. This was 
expressed, among other things: 
(a) In the statement he made 
several weeks before the Lenin 


geois sections of the party, etc. 

In brief, the opposition, with 
Comrade Trotzky at its head, 
led an attack against the old 
Bolshevist guard, supported by 
the petty bourgeois sections of 
the party. This attack was con- 
demned by the party congress 
and by the Comintern congress 
as a petty bourgeois deviation. 

The discussion was discon- 
tinued in 1923 because the op- 
position was decisively con- 
demned by the overwhelming 
majority of the party (at the 
party congress it did not have a 
sihgle vote). Moreover, Lenin’s 
death aroused in the party such 
an irresistible striving for unity 
that anyone who had made an 
attempt to oppose the decisions 
of the party would have been 
ruthlessly swept aside. The op- 
position was compelled to sub- 


THE FIRST EDITION OF THE WEEKLY 

(A Special Six Page Edition) 

WILL BE ON HAND AT THE 

MASS MEETINGS-FEBRUARY 28TH AND 
MARCH 1ST 

Which Should Be Arranged in All 
Cities by All League Units 

Besides announcing the standing of the different cities in 
the Weekly Young Worker Campaign, this first issue will 
contain special articles by the leaders of the communist 
movement of America. 


enrollment, that the party could 
not expect any important expan- 
sion in the near future of its 
working class nucleus; (b) in 
the declaration he made at that 
time that the party must sup- 
port itself equally on nuclei of 
varying social composition (in 
contradiction to the majority 
policy of the party to get its 
main support from the factory 
nuclei) ; (c) in the attempt de- 
scribed above to set up as the 
“party barometer” the students 
with their great mixture of petty 
bourgeois elements, which in 
the universities often play the 
first fiddle; (d) in the attitude 
of the various sections of the 
party during the discussion — all 
the central committees Avere in 
favor of the policy of the central 
committees of the Russian 
Communist Party; the opposi- 
tion found support only in one 
part of the Soviet nuclei and to 
a great extent in the high school 
nuclei, i. e., in the petty bour- 


side. Comrade Trotzky promised 
at the party congress (May 24), 
altho he refused to admit his 
mistakes in the discussion, to 
submit loyally to the decisions 
of the party. Nevertheless, 
under the cloak of loyal prom- 
ises and apparent agreement 
with the party, Trotzky contin- 
ued his factional labor. 

Only a few months aften Len- 
in’s death he published a book 
“On Lenin,” in which, from a 
factional angle, he twists a 
number of the most important 
moments in party history, ne- 
glects or glosses over his own 
mistakes, and in throwing light 
on several historical facts and 
fundamental questions, already 
anticipates much of what is said 
in a much more open way in his 
book, “The Lessons of October.” 

Furthermore, without appear- 
ing before the congress of the 
Comintern, refusing to submit 
his difference of opinion with 
the central committee of the 


Russian Communist Party and 
the executive committee of the 
Comintern in the question of 
the international Communist 
movement to the judgment of 
the international proletariat, 
Comrade Trotsky saw fit to 
speak during the congress to a 
jLivyxi,-jjai Ly meeting, developing a 
platform on the international 
questions differing fundamen- 
tally from the standpoint of the 
central committee and the ex- 
ecutive. Comrade Trotzky advo- 
cated these same ideas in a 
more or less diplomatic form in 
a number of his subsequent 
public addresses. 

And finally, to crown his pre- 
paratory work, he published his 
“Lessons of October,” which has 
already won such sad fame. 
This whole chain of oral and 
literary outbreaks of Comrade 
Trotzky, and the collected con- 
tents of his latest works, prove 
Comrade Trotzky did not for 
one minue discontinue his fac- 
tional work, that he tried to 
smuggle in ideas under cover of 
history which were condemned 
by the Comintern and the party, 
and that with fresh means he is 
trying to continue the old strug- 
gle. And what is most import- 
ant of all, in his latest outbreak 
before the party and the Comin- 
tern, Comrade Trotzky categor- 
ically put the question: Lenin- 
ism or Trotskyism? 

II. The History of Russian Com- 
munist Party in the Light 
of Comrade Trotzky. 

The necessity for choosing 
between Leninism and Trotsky- 
ism arises from the fact that 
Comrade Trotsky, in all his 
works in which he touches upon 
this or that moment in the his- 
tory of the Russian Communist 
Party, continues to defend his 
own views in connection with all 
questions in which he differed 
from Lenin, against Lenin’s 
views, and that thus he presents 
a fundamentally false estimate 
of the role and significance both 
of Lenin, himself and of the 
Leninist (Bolshevik) party. But 
questions in the history of the 
Russian Communist Party have 
a real political significance, for 
out of the history of the Rus- 
sian Communist Party, the 
young party members in Russia 
and the less experience Com- 
munist parties of the west and 
of the east, will learn how to 
formulate the policies for the 
present day. Thus, every false 
presentation of the history of 
the R. C. P. threatens to shift 
the basis of Communist strategy 
and tactic for the present and 
for the future. And this wifi ex- 


plain the passion with which the 
Russian Bolshevists react to the 
false representation by Comrade 
Trotsky of the most important 
historical questions. 

In what light do we see the 
history of the R. C. P. according 
to Comrade Trotzky’s descrip- 
tion? 

1. The First Period of Fight 
Between Bolshevism and 
Menshevism (1903-1905). 

in which Comrade Trotsky was 
one of the most bitter menshe- 
vists, is avoided and neglected. 
In the book, “On Lenin,” Trot- 
zky carries his presentation just 
up to the moment of the first 
split — and a period of 14 years 
full of significance yawns there- 
after. No light is thrown on the 
meaning of this period for the 
creation of a proletarian revolu- 
tionary party. 

2. The Driving Forces of the 
Russian Revolution. 

(The conflicts from 1905 to 
1917.) In the ranks of Russian 
soclal-democfacy during this 
time, there were three schemes 
with reference to the develop- 
ment of the revolution: 

(a) The Menshevist Scheme. 
The proletariat is weak and 
small in numbers. The back- 
ward, benighted, vacillating 
peasantry cannot play a great 
revolutionary role. Hence the 
revolution cannot proceed be- 
yond the bourgeois framework. 
For the proletariat there re- 
mains only the alliance with the 
bourgeoisie, the support of the 
bourgeoisie, and in the case of a 
victory of the bourgeoisie, the 
role of the left opposition to the 
bourgeois government. 

b. The Bolshevist Scheme. 
The proletariat has a powerful 
ally in the peasantry. The foun- 
dation for strategy and tactics is 
that the proletariat will lead the 
peasantry. In order to lead the 
revolution to victory, the prole- 
tariat must continually observe its 
peasant reserves, adjust its pace 
to that of the peasantry, in 
order to avoid getting too far 
ahead and becoming isolated from 
the peasantry, and thus losing the 
leadership. Therefore the slogan 
“dictatorship of the proletariat,” 
and the socialist revolution on the 
day after the overthrow of czar- 
ism misses the mark and is inad- 
missible. Lenin’s slogan from 1905 
to 1916 AV^as “democratic dictator- 
ship of the proletariat and the 
peasantry.” And after the con- 
quest of dictatorship, the prole- 
tariat, in accordance with the con- 
crete circumstances and with the 
support of the Avorkers of the 
(Continued on Page 4) 


ATTENTION 
Y. W. L. MEMBERS! 


A new brancFt of Juniors in De- 
troit has set SOME example for all 
League branches In their drive for 
the Weekiy Young Worker. Hero’s 
their letter: 

“A new Junior group was organ- 
ized in Detroit on the west side and 
we earned fifty dollars. We earned 
this fifty dollars by scrapping old 
newspapers, magazines and Ameri- 
can novels in a week... The Juniors 
were assigned special streets to col- 
lect this paper, which was kept in a 
Junior’s barn. One Junior collect- 
ed many novels by capitalist auth- 
ors. Another Junior, who's name Is 
George Smith collected many maga- 
zines and newspapers. The next 
City Central Committee was in fa- 
vor of a united city paper drive and 
a man by the name of Mr. Sherwood 
took the paper to the Junk yard and 
sold it for the Juniors. We decided 
in the City Central Committee to 
have a paper drive every six months 
for the benefit of “The Young Com- 
rade.” 

Clark Co. Uses State- 
ment to Fool Workers 

(Continued from page 1) 
the lowest pay. Another reason 
the company is gimving is be- 
cause the bosses employ almost 
entirely young workers, wn-/ rm 
give lower pay to the oM( 
workers, even when doing th 
same work. 

No young worker who has beer 
at D. L. Clark’s very long wiL 
swallow the bunk that the com- 
pany is handing out. The young 
Avorkers who make the business 
grow from 7 :00 in the morning 
until 6:30 at night, know what 
the conditions are and certainly 
know that their wages aren’t 
growing very fast. The only way 
the young workers will ever 
grow is by joining with the 
Young Workers League in the 
fight for the following demands: 

1. — An immediate 20% in- 
crease in wages. 

2. — Dougle pay for overtime. 

3. — ^Right to organize into un- 
ion! 

4. — Eight hour day — 44-hour 
week. 

5. — A two weeks’ vacation each 
year with full pay! 

6. — Call a meeting of all work- 
ers at D. L, Clark’s to discus^ 
these issues and other problems. 


WHY NOT DO 
A DID FAVOR 
TO YOURSELF? 




to the 

young worker 
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While Child Labor Increases 

T be child labor amendment has been temporar- 
ily defeated as a result of the weak, pacifist fight 
ciwriticted against child slavery by the liberals. 
These men and women who up to now have been 
misleading the movement against child labor, have 
demonstrated to the workers that unless they rally 
their forces for a more militant struggle under the 
l^dership of the Young Workers League and the 
Workers (Communist) Party, child labor will con- 
tinue to increase in America. 

While the liberals who “don’t want such an ex- 
treme form of child labor in America” were trying 
to convince the bosses of the necessity of a 20th 
Amendment, the manufacturing associations and 
various other organizations of the employees con- 
ducted a whirlwind campaign against the 20th 
amendment. The result was certainly a sad one 
for the National Child Labor Committee and 
things looked dark to its secretary, Mr. Lovejoy, 
who for 20 years has been trying to convince the 
bosses that there is “no profit in child labor for 
employers.” 

Now that one battle in the fight against children 
labor has bee nlost, the National Cild Labor Com- 
mittee is raising the howl of “fair play,” and talk- 
about “another two years in which to convince 
the public.” 

In the meantime the conditions of the working 
class children are daily growing worse in America. 
Child labor is reported on the increase everywhere, 
and bosses who employ a large percentage of chil- 
dren have given the reason for the present increase. 

They explain that they need children in the 
mills, mines and factories more than ever now that 
immigration has been restricted. The big indus- 
tries use^ to get a big supply of cheap labor from 
Europe which they supplemented with the even 
cheeper labor of children. However, they are 
afraid of letting too many class conscious, revolu- 
iiem'^rv European workers into America, and in- 
itead. they will depend upon child labor in the 
feiure, along with wage cuts, open schop drives, 
and so forth, to lower the wages of the adult work- 
ers. Not satisfied with the big profits they can 
make out of exploiting children, they will always 
use child labor as a means of forcing down the 
wages of the adult workers. Already we see that 
the industry in which the first big wage cuts are 
being forced upon the workers is one that employs 
a large percentage of children. | 

Are the workers going to listen to Mr. Lovejoy 
and the other liberals talk for another twenty 
years, or are they going to take militant action to 
protect their own interests and the interest of 
their children. The army of workers, deserted by 
the fakers, must unite their scattered forces and 
rally to the fight under the leadership of the Young 
Workers League and the Workers (Communist). 
Tarty. They must carry on a militant struggle 
gainst the slavery of working class children to the 
wi that not only will child labor be abolished in 
America, but with it the capitalist system from 
vhich it springs. 


Trying to Forget the Struggle 

“The Youth Movement in Europe,” about 
^h<ch Dr. Arnold Wolfers is speaking before 

M. C. A.’s, Y. W. C. A.’s, Civic Clubs, etc., in 
his lecture tour of this country has to do with 
the movement that took its form in the German, 
Swiss and French universities against the “ma- 
terialistic optim^ism” of the nineteenth century 
and against the “wrong moral conventions” of 
the times. He tells the middle class audiences 
who pay to hear him all about the earnest striv- 
ings of the young intellectuals of central Europe 
who want to follow the “inner urge”; to get 
back to nature, and in other ways to rebel 
against the sordidness and ugliness of present 
day life and instead to glorify the days of yore. 
Simplicity of dress, the cultivation of folk songs 
and danpes, and excuslons in the countryside — i 
these are the things about which Dr. Wolfer 
jteSs .hia audiences. 

course, a part of this movement tends to 
% more stress upon social problems — but it 
not allow itself to be chained by the narrow 
party ties. Even that portion of the movement 
Which is socialistic has completely broken with 
the materialistic dogmas of Marx,” says our 
learned fnend from Switzerland. But he fails 
to mention the only youth movement that really 
counts in Europe — the working class youth 
’uorement, which, forced by the pressure of 
apitalist oppression and exploitation, becomes 
large in scope with each succeeding year. Above 
sill, it Is turning more and more definitely to- 
wards the Young Communist International, 
looking for leadership and inspiration from that 
revolutionary and world- wide organization 
which already embraces within its ranks a mil- 
^on of the young workers of the world. 


Thus, while the youth movement of which 
Wolfers speaks tries to forget the miseries of the 
present day world by romanticising about some 
“golden age” of yesterday, the revolutionary 
youth movement of the world, which he entirely 
forgets to mention, carries on the arduous and 
unpleasant, but nevertheless necessary, struggle 
of uniting the forces of the young and adult 
workers in all countries for the overthrow of 
the social system which perpetuates the evils 
•which the others try to forget^ and which is pre- 
paring the way to a neWer, higher social order 
where class conflicts will be unknown. 


Build The League Thru Weekly 

lA/E are starting the Weekly Young Worker with 
■ ■ the next issue because we realize how badly 
the League needs a weekly paper. Once the mem- 
bership realizes to what extent the Weekly Young 
Worker can help our organizational activities, 
they will take the' support of the Young Worker 
even more seriously than they do at the present 
time. 

The Young Worker has grown rapidly since it 
first started as a monthly magazine. When The 
Young Worker was a magazine it was hard for 
the membership to realize what part this organ of 
the Young Workers League could play in the strug- 
gles of the working class youth in America. Once 
the magazine was transformed into a newspaper 
appearing twice a month we realized to what uses 
it could be put. 

But as we began to use The Young Worker more 
and more in our organizational work, in our fac- 
tory campaigns, in the shops, we began to realize 
how necessary it was for The Young Worker to 
come out moJ*e often, if it was to become a militant 
fighter in the every day struggles of the young work- 
ers of America. The more we conducted factory 
campaigns the more we realized what a deadly 
weapon The Young Worker was against the ex- 
ploiters of young workers, and the more we realized 
that it must come out once a week in order to be 
really effective. 

Far advanced from the magazine for reading, 
that the Monthly Yong Worker was we will now 
have a Weekly Yong Worker actively participating 
in all the activities and life of the Young Workers 
League. An organizer, a builder of the League, 
and a recruiting agent for new members, 
the Weekly Young Worker will be a great force in 
establishing a mass Young Communist League as 
the leader of the working class youth in America. 
Every member behind the weekly ! 


Announcing Future Wars 

THERE is more noise in Europe right now than 
* ever before. The Balkans are in a turmoil. 
The Greeks are anxious to fight the Turks, but 
England is too scared of France at the present time 
to play her usual role of backing Greece. The 
League of Nations is becoming a nervous wreck 
and the problem of what is to be done with Ger- 
many is still unsolved. Mussolini is raising his 
voice among the others, while having difficulty at 
home in maintaining his dictatorship. The smell 
of oil as usual fills the air and the colonization of 
Europe by American capital is the subject of the 
day. 

In the midst of all these conflicts and struggles 
the French and the British imperialists are having 
difficulty in their attempts to draw up an “agree- 
ment.” A new pact is being molded amid great 
secrecy : but it is said to insist that only an agree- 
of the most temporary nature can be arrived at 
by these two countries at the present time. Con- 
flicts get pretty bad before the imperialists make 
“agreemens,” but this agreement is mostly disagree- 
ment. Poland is a sore spot, with Turkey and 
Egypt entering in, and a new offensive against 
Soviet Russia being considered. 

In the midst of all the confusion in Europe at 
the present time it is hard to foretell the immediate 
outcome; but the young workers can be sure that 
the present noise is announcing future conflicts for 
which they will be expected to serve as cannon- 
fodder. 

The Apprenticeship Danger 

“/^NE of our members has an apprentice who has 

only been in training a little over two years 
His weekly pay envelope contains only $18 but his. 
employer says he is worth twice that much.” “Open j 
Shop News,” published monthly by Open Shop Em- 
ploying Printers Association. 

One of the greatest dangers confronting the 
young workers in the various trades of the country 
is the “open shop” apprentice school. In these 
schools thousands of boys are taken immediately 
upon finishing grammar school and given valuable 
(for the boss) trade education in order that they 
may in a short time be skilled enough to take the 
place of the older skilled workers at half the pay. 

Where are the employers to get competent print- 
ers who "will work for the wage of an unskilled 
worker? In a union shop it is necessary to work 
five years as an apprentice before you can become 
a full fledged printer, but while there are many of 
these skilled printers trained in union shops at the 
present time out of work, the open shop finds the 
apprentice school a necessary machine for turning 
out skilled workers at a more rapid rate in order 
to meet the “labor demand,” or rather the demand 
for “cheap labor.” 

As soon as we realize the importance of these 
schools in the building trades and others, it is ob- 
’?ious that the unions if they are going to fight the 
advance of the open shop movement and become 
themselves 100% organized, must join with the 
Young Workers League in fighting for our demand 
regarding apprentice schools: 

“Control of all apprenticeship and vocational 
training by the workers and not the bosses.” 


Fighters Against Imperialism 


MEXICO. — In Mexico the 
Federation of Communist Youth 
has an irtfluence among the 
workers and peasants much 
greater than the organizational 
strength of the league would in-^ 
dicate. With only seveij sections 
and a small total membership, 
the Young Communists of Mex- 
ico carry on activities to such a 
degree that they are able to lead 
militantly many of the struggles 
of the Mexican workers. 

The Vera Cruz section, with 
only 130 members, is very ac- 
tive, both in the trade unions 
and the Agrarian League and is 
the largest and best section in 
Mexico. The young commun- 
ists of Vera Cruz took part in 
the convention of the Agrarian 
League of Communes of the 
State of Vera Cruz, held Nov. 
28 to Dec. 3, and were influential 
in getting that organization to 
affiliate with the Peasants’ In- 
ternational, to endorse the Com- 
munist Party and towards the 
arming of the peasants. They 
also greatly helped in the elec- 
tion of Communist leaders. 

During the strikes in Vera 
Cruz, the^ young Communists 
played a le’ading role in further- 
ing the united front tactic and 
helped set up the permanent 
united front between the long- 
shoremen, the sailors and fire- 
men of the Gulf. They led the 
tenants’ union which launched 
the rent strikes that spread over 
the entire country. These were 
crushed in all states except Vera 
Cruz, thru the treachery of the 
C. R. O. M. officials and the use 
of troops. Altho the strikers in 
Vera Cruz were subjected to a 
terrific state of terrorism with 
ninety killed and hundreds 
wounded, the strike was a com- 
plete success. For nearly two 
years the workers have paid no 
rents and an agreement is being 
negotiated on the basis of a 
nominal monthly rental. During 
the strike a daily paper called 
the “United Front” was issued. 

The Michoacan section, with 
only 20 members, guides the left 
block in the labor party of that 
state. They also have much in- 
fluence in the Agrarian League 
of Communes of that state. 

In Yucatan the section is 
small and illegal, owing to the 
reign of terror that exists. They 

For Leninism 

Against Trotzkyism 

(Continued from Page 3) 

West, begins to move toward 
socialism. 

c. The T rotzky - Pravus 
Scheme adopted from the Bol- 
sheviki the call to battle for 
power and from the Mensheviki 
the rejection of the revolutionary 
role of the. peasantry. The slogan 
of Trotzky-Parvus was: Dictator- 
ship of the proletariat and the 
socialist revolution immediately 
after the overthrow of czarism. 
This theory was given the name of 
“Theory of Permanent Revolu- 
tion.” 

“The theory of permanent Revo- 
lution” was often subjected to 
harsh criticism by Lenin because 
its authors undervalued the peas- 
antry and left it out of account. 
After the February Revolution of 
1917, Lenin again warned against 
it. A study of the Leninist tactics 
In the period between February 
and October 1917 shows how care- 
fully Lenin led the proletariat to 
its dictatorship, how he sought 
to discover transition forms (tran- 
sition of power to the Menshevist 
and socialist revolutionary sov- 
iets), in order to faciliate the 
transition to the proletarian dic- 
tatorship, and how at every fresh 
turn of events he sounded the con- 
crete forms of alliance with the 
millions of peasants. 

In the whole series of his works 
(“1905”, “The New Course”, “The 
Lessons of October”, etc.) Com- 
rade Trotzky represented the cor- 
rectness of his own theory on the 
development of « the Revolution 
and claimed that Lenin and the 
Bolshevik Party adopted his vieAvs 
as a basis in 1917 (“they armed 
themselves anew”). Thus again, 
to say nothing of belittling Len- 
in’s significance as leader 
of the Revolution, and exaltating 
, his own person, Trotsky brings up 
a fresh the fundamental question 
of the role of the peasantry in the 
Revolution. 

(1907- 1014). 

3. The Fight for the Party 

During this period Comrade 
Trotzky advocated unity with the 
Miquidationists, who had betrayed 


have only ten members, most 
of whom are in prison. 

In Mexico City, where the 
split with the Anarchists had 
the worst effects, the member- 
ship is very small, but especially 
active in the industrial work and 
in the everyday struggle of the 
workers. They are now forming 
the “League of Clarity,” similar 
to our T. U. E. L., in conjunction 
with the party. They have a 
Communist Junior Group with a 
membership of 87 boys and 20 
girls. Soon they will issue a 
bi-monthly youth magazine 
called the “Rebel Youth.” They 
have been carrying on an anti- 
militarist campaign thru issuing 
leaflets and sending comrades 
into the army. A nucleus has 
been formed in the 86th regi- 
ment, of which Comrade Galvan 
is second in command, ideologi- 
cally controlling the men. 

Both the Mexican part and 
Young Communist League aided 
in the defeat of De La Huerta. 
During the gun and ammunition 
running some of the youth were 
killed -and wounded. Comrade 
Lira, a very active worker, was 


captured by the De La Huerta 
forces, sentenced to death and 
shot by a firing squad. Comrade 
Carrillio was also captured and 
would have met the same fate 
as Comrade Lira except for the 
changing of the garrison com- 
mander. Deapite this tempor- 
ary alliance with the capitalist 
government the morale of the 
youth was strengthened during 
this fight. 

All these activities of the Fed- 
eration of Communist Youth are 
being carried on during a period 
of reconstruction for the league, 
after the serious splitffn the or- 
ganization as a result of the alli- 
ance of the Communist Party 
with the Anarchist group in the 
C. G. T. The federation has no 
official organ but must use a 
part of the party paper, “Ma- 
chete.” They have no regular 
headquarters and no paid offi- 
cials, but are able to maintain 
active sections in Mexico City, 
Tampico, Ciud Ciudad, Victoria, 
the Port of Vera Cruz, Morrlia 
and Michoacan. 

In Mexico the discrimination 
against the young workers is 


Our Infamous Vice-President 


This is a picture of our "honor- 
able Vice-President Charles Gates 
Dawes, always interested in the 
workers when the smashing of un- 
ions or wage cuts are involved. Of 
late his "good work" has been car- 
ried on on a world scale and he 
has gained an international reputa- 
tion as the architect of the Dawes 
slave plan which the European 
workers know so well. When the 
new year began all American busi- 
ness men gave due praise to Char- 
lie for the supremacy of American 
capital throughout the world. Here 
is what one of the Big GUYS writes 
in a Wall Street magazine: 

“As the world slips into 1925 we 
have all become — every one of us 
— the owners of hundreds of mil- 
lions of able-bodied serfs. We have 
a mortgage on the lives both of the 
living and the unborn in practically 
every nation of Europe except Rus 
sla. We shall have, if not gold 
pouring in, then its equivalent in 
merchandise. We can waste it, in- 
dividually, in vain and effete liv- 
ing, as every great empire has 
finally wasted its resources in the 
past; or else, utilizing the modern 
invention called capitalism, we can 
mass it in ways that will enable us 
to remake the whole human en- 
vironment — to remold the entire 
world nearer to the heart’s desire. 

"With money — and the labor of 
bonded slaves." 



the Party and the Revolution. Ex- 1 made to oppose Lenin to the Par 


ternally playing the role of inter- 
mediary, Trotzky allied himself 
in reality with the liquidationists 
against the Bolsheviki. Now Com- 
rade Trotzky either passes over 
the stand (“On Lenin”) 
adopted at that time, or side- 
tracks it with phrases about his 
“organizational errors,”- whereas 
at that time the differences of 
opinion did not lie in the organi- 
zational sphere but in the political 
sphere, and in his differences of 
opinion with Lenin on the ques- 
tion of “the paths of development 
of the Party’^ (at that time, when 
there was a question of a struggle 
of two parties). Thus Trotzky 
glosses over his mistakes and over- 
loks the necessity of this fight for 
the forging of a real bolshevist 
party. 

4. The War Period (1914-1916). 

The differences of opinion be- 
tween Trotzky and the Bolshevists 
centered around the fundamental 
questions: 1) Trotzky advocated 
unity with the social patriots and 
combatted the immerwald Left; 2) 
Trotzky fought against the Lenin 
slogan “Defeat”; 3) Trotzky con 
tested the Lenin slogan “Transfor- 
mation of the Imperialist War in- 
to Civil War,” and submitted 
therefore that pacifist slogan 
“Figh for . Peace.” In publishing 
his articles written during the 
period of war. Comrade Trotzky 
did not include his articles 
against the immerwald Left, and 
Avrote not a single word admitting 
his mistakes. In this manner 
Comrade Trotzky misrepresents 
the historical perspective and 
brings inadmissible confusion 
to the most important questions 
of Communist tactics. 

5. February to October, 1917. 

This Avhole period of struggle, 
the role of Lenin, the role of the 
Party and the role played in it by 
Comrade Trotzky himself is pres- 
ented by him in an aboslutely 
false picture. The role of the 
Bolshevist Party and its illegal 
nucleus is passed over in silence. 
The mistakes of individual ^Bol- 
shevik leaders are emphasized, 
dealth Avith at length, and exag- 
gerated. The attempt is made to 
represent a “Right Wing’^ of Bol- 
shevism, stubbornly shattering 
Lenin’s policy. The attempt is 


ty and to charge the Central Com- 
mittee which led the Party with 
vacillation and indecision. In this 
connection a number of misrepre- 
sentations are committed in re- 
counting certain facts, misrepre- 
senta.tions Avhich have already 
been unveiled in Bolshevist litera- 
ture. In opposing Lenin to the 
Party, Trotsky, in order to lower 
the Party, uses every opportunity 
to belittle Lenin to his own advan- 
tage. He sketches Lenin as an 
advocate of a “military conspir- 
acy” in contrast to himself, an ad- 
vocate of the mass uprising. In 
connection with h-is own difference 
of opinion with Lenin in the prac- 
tical questions of the organiza- 
tion of the uprising, he represents 
the advice of Lenin as injurious 
to the Revqluction. Against the 
background of a vacillating, erring 
party, and alongside of Lenin, 
theoretically estimating the events 
correctly, but in practical ques- 
tion of fightig committing grave 
errors, rises the proud figure of 
Trotzky, the savior of the Party, 
the real leader of the October 
Revolution. 

This Avhole picture, created by 
the factional illusions and the un- 
limited self -admiration of Trotz- 
ky, is a complete lie about Lenin, 
about the Party, and about the 
Bolshevist workers. It has al- 
ready been unmasked and nailed 
according to its deserts by the 
Russian Bolshevists. 

6. The First Months of the 

^ Dictatorship. 

In the book “On Lenin” Trotz- 
ky gives a caricature of Lenin 
and paints him as a bloodthirsty 
and violent adA^.ocate of terror, in 
representing him as deciding the 
most important questions Avithout 
the Party, etc. On the other hand, 
Trotzky allQAvs a number of am- 
bibuous inaccuracies to appear 
(for instance, he attributes to 
Lenin a recantation of the popular 
slogan “Plunder the plunderers,” 
which played an imjJortant role in 
bolshevist agitation). 

7. The Brest Peace (1918). 

The mistake of Trotzky, in pres- 
sing the formula “Neither Peace 
nor War” on the Party, which 
might have led to tremendous in- 
jury to the Revolution and to its 
complete collapse if Lenin had not 


much the same as in other 
countries. They receive less 
wages for doing the same work 
as adults. When they enter ap- 
prenticeship they receive no 
wages and after a given time, 
receive as low as 5c per hour. 
They are used as strike break- 
ers and not allowed to enter the 
unions until they are journey- 
men. As a result of this there 
is a great deal of antagonism 
between the youth and the 
adults. 

The Federation of Communist 
Youth is carrying on a vigorous 
campaign to break down this 
antagonism. Comrade Beverram 
who is a member of the Iron 
Workers’ Union, has been elect- 
ed by his union to draw up a 
proposed agreement to present 
to the employers. This company 
is the largest of its kind in 
Mexico, employing 1,000 work- 
ers. The following is a list of 
the youth demands which will 
be presented to the company 
along with the agreement: 

1. That all apprentices shall 
receive wages from the begin- 
ning of their apprenticeship. 

2. That the apprentices shall 
be under the care of the jour- 
neymen who shall be respon- 
sible for the carrying out of 
Article 8, namely: “All operators 
are obliged to recognize the 
rights of, and to trust as equals, 
apprentices and helpers.” 

3. That the youth shall hot 
be required to perform the work 
of a higher category unless he 
receives equal pay for same. 

4. He shall not be required to 
do work that is beyond his 
strength or injurious to his 
health, 

6. He shall be promoted to 
higher positions by seniority. 

6. He shall receive one 
month’s vacation each year with 
pay. 

The young workers of Mex- 
ico feel strongly the exploitation 
of American imperialism, and 
the Mexican Federation of Com- 
munist Youth, which leads the 
fight against American imperial- 
ism recognizes the close ties 
binding them to their brother 
league in America. In the fu- 
ture there must be an ever 
greater co-operation between 
our leagues and an ever increas- 
ing struggle against our com- 
mon enemy — Imperialism! 

instigated a sharp struggle 
against Trotzky and against the 
“left communists,” is so apparent 
that it is impossible openly to 
deny it. Therefore Trotzky min>' 
imizes his mistake by linking it up 
in comparison with the atack on 
WarsaAA^ (1920) w'here, as he says, 
Lenin “in principle committed the 
same mistake, only with a smaller 
degree of risk.” 

8. The Discussion on the Trade 
Unions (1921). 

The mistakes which manifested 
themselves in his atempt to devel- 
op the methods of Avar commun- 
ism at the time AAlien the condi- 
tion of the country and the frame 
of mind of the peasant masses 
urgently demanded the transition 
to new forms of economy (NEP) 
up to his attempt in a bureaucrat- 
ic manner to “nationalize” the 
trade unions at the very moment 
Avhen the Party, in view of the 
temporary vacillations of the peas- 
antry, urgently needed a close al- 
liance wim the broad masses of 
the Avorkers, Comrade Trotzky 
noAvhere has referred to by a sin- 
gle Avord. 

(To he Continued in the neoot 
Issue) 


DETROIT JUNIORS RAISE 
S50 FOR YOUNG COMRADE 
WHAT GAN YOU DO? 


A new brancti of Juniors in Detroit 
has set SOME example for all League 
branches in their drive for the Weekly 
Young Worker. . Here’s their letter: 

"A new junior group was organized 
in Detroit on the west side and we 
earned fifty dollars. We earned this 
fifty dollars by scrapping old news- 
papers, magazines and America novels 
in a week. The Juniors were assigned 
special streets to collect this paper, 
which was kept in a Junior's barn. One 
junior collected many novels by cap- 
italist authors. Another junior, who's 
name is George Smith coilected many 
magazines and newspapers. The next 
City Central Committee was in favor 
of a united city paper drive and a man 
by the name of Mr. Sherwood took the 
paper to the jwnk yard and sold it for 
the juniors. We decided in the City 
Central Committee to have a papei* 
drive every six months for the benefit 
of The Young Comrade." 



